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ments, with the power which is behind them, can
successfully get from the people large sums through

taxation, so the Community Chest, where suffi- -

ciently backed by strong financial and other influ-
ential interests and where the assessment plan is
rigidly employed, can, during its early history, get
from the people incredibly large sums. As to
whether, in the long run, this is a wise, safe and
just plan for financing agencies organized and
controlled by private bodies (which often are also
sectarian) is a real question, particularly in view
of the fact that no group of commercial or trade
organizations in this or any other city, so far as
we know, have adopted this method of pooling
their financial resources.”

The organized medical professions and the hospi-
tals of California have not as yet either endorsed
or condemned the “Chest Plan.” Neither have
they been consulted about it.

WHAT ARE “PRIVATE MEDICAL FEES”?

Recently there have appeared quite a number of
articles which indicate that “private medical fees”
are something definite and fixed. One recent arti-

cle on the classification of patients in a “pay clinic’”

emphasizes the growing argument that patients
should not be classified in accordance with income,
but in accordance with their ability to pay “private
medical rates.” :

Most of the articles and arguments constituting
this propaganda are written by non-medical per-
sons. Furthermore, they are written by persons
whose past conduct shows them to be much inter-
ested in the socialization of medicine and who are
themselves receiving compensation of one sort or
another from socialized medical organizations.

Every true physician knows, and every well-
informed layman ought to know before he writes
on medical subjects, that there is no such thing
as “private medical rates.” He should appreciate
the fact that most physicians have a more or less
definite fee schedule for their work, but that the
greatest part of their work is done at a figure well
below this schedule.

This new movement by socialized medicine ad-
vocates suggests initial efforts to broaden the field
which they can claim for patients of “pay clinics”
and similar organizations. It ought not go un-
challenged by the medical profession. Articles of
this character are so unfair to the spirit of ethics
and the practices of physicians that they ought to
be resented and challenged by medical organiza-
tions everywhere. Physicians always have taken
care of free work of their communities, and they
always have met half-way the man who could pay
something, but who could not pay the full cost
of his medical service. There is nothing to indi-
cate that the modern physician has changed in his
altruism, except the propaganda of certain people,
some of whom are paid salaries to promote the
socialization of medicine. It is disheartening to the
true physician to see in medical literature the wide
admission of this kind of medical propaganda.
That such a program can be carried out is but
another evidence of the lack of adequate organiza-
tion and co-operation among physicians themselves.
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" NEWSPAPERS AND PUBLIC HEALTH

More and more newspapers are devoting increas-
ing space to matters pertaining to health. Some of
their many difficulties in producing the right sort
of information in their reading columns and greater
cleanliness in their advertising columns is indicated
by Lucy Salmon, professor of history in Vassar
College:

“In the consideration of public health, the press
is not so much divided against itself as it is di-
vided with reference to the parts of the subject
The press has a free hand in some of its
campaigns for public health—A{lies, rats, mosquitoes,
and caterpillars are not commercialized, and cam-
paigns against them are universally popular. But
the press suffers a heavy handicap when it attempts
to improve other conditions that militate against
the health of the public. Efforts to secure pure
milk may run counter to milk dealers and to the
Grange; proposals to improve the water supply
come into collision with the taxpayers; epidemics
must not be reported because they reflect on ' the
board of health and diminish out-of-town trade;
news of the bubonic plague must be suppressed be-
cause its publication will interfere with travel;
disgraceful living conditions in congested districts
must be ignored because the tenement houses are
the property of wealthy residents; the results of
accidents must be minimized because they reflect
on the railroads, or on important local manufac-
turing industries, or on the large department store;
danger from fire in buildings where many persons
are employed must not be dwelt upon because the
owners are influential citizens; advertisements of
patent cure-alls must not be rejected because they
make widely known the home town where they
are manufactured; a “clean-up week’’ must not be
urged because it is opposed by the board of public
works; exposure of filthy conditions behind the
scenes in restaurants will result in boycotting the
restaurants.”

A REMARKABLE DAMAGE SUIT

The days when a physician’s responsibilities were
largely with his conscience and his God have
passed. Once the patient accepted almost without
question the opinions and service of the physician
of his choice. Under these conditions, damage and
malpractice suits were rare. In fact, laws and
court decisions defining malpractice, and therefore
the legal responsibilities of physicians, were not
numerous nor drastic. : :

This situation is rapidly changing, and has al-
ready changed until the practice of medicine might
properly be classed among the hazardous occupa-
tions. The hazards at the present time are in fact
extraordinary, because of the irregularity of legis-
lative enactments and the curious and, in some in-
stances, weird decisions of courts.

Malpractice suits have become so frequent, based
upon such a wide variety of allegations, that pro-
tective ‘insurance i$ as much a necessary expense to
the physician as is his office rent.

The fact that from 95 to 99 per cent of mal-
practice suits are without justification, as deter-
mined by court actions everywhere, does not in any



